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The use of 
photography in 

qualitative 
research is not a 

new 
phenomenon. 
Photographic 

research 
methods have 

been conducted 
in the health field 

and other 
disciplines for 

many years. 
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•  Photovoice 

•  Photo 
Elicitation 
Interview 

•  Participant 
Authored 
Audiovisual 
Stories 

•  Hermeneutic 
Photography 

•  FotoFeedback  

FotoFeedback is a newly defined methodology that 
gives more flexibility to researchers than the methods 
historically used by others linking photography with 
some form of feedback about the photographs. 



3 

1.  FotoFeedback training should include 
instruction in basic photography and ethics 
of photography before a research project 
begins;  

2.  the photographs are taken by the 
participants;  

3.  participants may include the researchers if 
the researchers are part of the community 
or program evaluation that is being studied;  

4.  narrative about the photographs can be a 
transcript of group or individual discussions, 
PowerPoint presentations, contents of 
blogs, WebCT or other online discussion 
formats as well as many other written forms;  

5.  photos and narratives can be in print or 
electronic formats;  

6.  participants may or may not share their 
narratives about their photographs with 
each other;  

7.  narratives can include meaning, knowledge, 
story, evaluation, and many other contents 
related to the research question;  

8.  contents of photos or questions to answer 
with photos can be participant or researcher 
driven;  

9.  many different forms of thematic analysis 
can be used to evaluate the results of 
FotoFeedback; and  

10. FotoFeedback can be used for a wide 
range of research questions.  

Features of 
FotoFeedback 

…to pilot the use of 
FotoFeedback to 
assess AHHE 
convention attendees’ 
perceptions (strengths, 
weaknesses, 
recommendations) of 
the AAHPERD National 
Convention experience.  

…to allow convention 
planners to consider 
the advantages of 
using FotoFeedback as 
a supplement to or 
replacement for 
traditional print 
evaluations. 
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100% of the 
members of two 
Midwestern 
universities who 
attended 2009 
AAHPERD 

n=6 

3 undergraduate 
students majoring in 
health education 
(community 
concentration) 

3 faculty members 

white females ages 
21-55 

Photo Credit: Amy L. Versnik Nowak 

PRIOR TO 
CONFERENCE 
All participants trained 
in FotoFeedback 
technique and ethics 
of photography.  

PROCESS 
Participants were told to… 
•  bring digital cameras to every pre-conference, 

conference, or post-conference event attended  
•  photograph what they deemed as strengths or 

weaknesses of the convention 
•  record perceptions about strengths, 

weaknesses, and recommendations 
Photo Credit: Amy L. Versnik Nowak 
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STEP 1 Each participant submitted all photos and 
accompanying narratives via a PowerPoint (PPT) slide show  
STEP 2 Researchers coded general themes.  

STEP 3 All visual and written data entered into Excel 
spreadsheet according to general themes.  

STEP 4 Each comment was categorized to answer the 3 
research questions in the following ways: 

1.  whether the slide was from student or faculty combined with the code for 
each individual (e.g., S4, S5, S6 or F1, F2, or F3),  

2.  whether it was a positive or negative comment (+/-), 
3.  whether it was a current comment (CC) or suggested improvement (SI) 

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 

81 PowerPoint slides submitted (ave. 13.5 slides/participant) 

13 themes emerged…  
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THEME 1 

THEME 2 
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THEME 3 

THEME 4 
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THEME 5 

THEME 6 
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THEME 7 

THEME 8 
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THEME 9 

THEME 10 
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THEME 11 

THEME 12 
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THEME 13 

The strengths of the 
convention included the 
themes of ‘convention city 
location’ and ‘planned 
outings’ while weaknesses 
included ‘lodging & 
transportation’ and 
‘registration’.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 
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The themes that emerged for improvement 
included ‘lodging & transportation’ and 
‘registration’.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 

It was also 
suggested keep 
the positive 
aspects of the 
convention such 
as ‘convention 
city location’ and 
‘planned outings’ 
in beautiful areas.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 
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The overarching positive 
theme was ‘connection 
to nature’ and the 
overarching negative 
theme was ‘organization/
scheduling’.  

Photo Credit: Ladona Tornabene 

Overall, participants 
conveyed 
overwhelmingly 
positive perceptions 
of their convention 
experiences. 

Photo Credit: Ladona Tornabene 
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FotoFeedback 
was shown to 
be a useful 
evaluation 
tool that 
provided rich 
data in a 
unique format.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 

Participants of future FotoFeedback 
research should use smaller more 
easily accessible digital cameras as 
the convenience makes it easier to 
access during the data collection 
period.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 
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Cameras with a voice recording function can be used to 
capture feelings at the time of the image capture, which can 
improve the reliability of data.  

Photo Credit: Lisa Vogelsang 


